The 
Introduction
This article aims to realize a research whose main object is the Social Democratic Party in Romania (PSD), currently the main parliamentary and governing party 12 (since itself. This reality is more or less characteristic for all the European states where such movements existed.
The following event in the evolution of socialist and social-democratic parties is the First World War, with the blow given by it to internationalism (most of the socialist representatives in the European legislatives voted in favor of military expenditures of their nations, involved in a "capitalist war") and connected with it but far more important, the Russian October Revolution of 1917 (Ware, 1996, p. 34) . Following this stage, most of the radical leftists of the socialist parties and social democratic movements break up with them, creating communist parties; The Third (Communist) International is founded in 1919.
During the interwar period, in spite of the fact that the (male) universal suffrage already existed in Europe (partly due to their pressure), the socialist parties are marginal as a political influence ("victims of their own success" in mobilizing the working class electorate, as mentioned above and underlined by Kirchheimer, 1966) . Their access to government is limited (Sweden being an exception), as well as the capacity to influence the society through public politics.
The real opening into activity of these parties appears only after the Second World (1959) . Within these events the support for democratic organization of the society and the option for a mixed economy is asserted (Carpinschi, 1998, pp. 187, 190) .
From an organisational point of view, the transition from a mass party to a catch-all party is made. Its five characteristics (stated by Otto Kirchheimer) are the following: 1) drastic reduction of the party's ideological baggage; 2) the growing in importance of leaders;
3) the loss of the importance of the individual members; 4) and of what the author calls "classe-gardée" (a social class towards which the political message is specifically directed); 5) securing access to a variety of interest groups for financial and electoral reasons (Kirchheimer, 1966, p. 190) .
The '60s bring the appearance of the New Left (feminist, antiwar) and a new type of competition to the left of social-democracy, amplified in the 1980-1990 by the emergence of the Green parties (Gallagher, Laver, Mair, 2002, pp. 203; 209-211) . The 8th decade, starting with the oil crisis from 1973 (along with its cumulated economic effects) and also the rise of the New Right will lead to a shift towards the center of the social-democratic parties, with a reduced accent on the role of the state in the economy. This shift appears to be countered, in recent years, by a mobilization of the left against the austerity policies promoted by the right as a reaction to the financial crisis which started in 2008.
Ideological and institutional milestones in the evolution of the Romanian socialdemocracy
In the Romanian space an arguably early emergence of socialist (utopic) Another striking dimension of these electoral manifestos is comprised of the measures that aim to raise the income/standard of living for almost all socio-professional classes. Thus it proposes an income tax cut from 16% to 10% (and an full exemption for medical doctors,
IT-related jobs and anybody with an income below 2,000 RON gross/month), tax cuts for social security and medical insurance, cuts or removal of the income tax and health insurance tax for retirees (according to the level of the pension), tax cuts or exemptions for dividends, property or land transfer.
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The proposed effective growth measures proposed refer to a 40% minimum wage raise, a 56% minimum wage raise for state employees, a 60% raise in the pension point and minimum-guaranteed pension, credits of up to 40.000 lei with state subsidized interest for young people and, in effect, the doubling of the income for medics and nurses. As means to support the additional incomes the following are mentioned: the multiplication effect of income raises and investments done through the Sovereign Investment and Development Fund (FSDI), increased tax collection, absorption of European funds and taxes (limiting the externalization of profit) on multinationals. The concrete/detailed way in which the FSDI is to be capitalized, beyond the issuing bonds and providing dividends, is not specified.
In comparison to these measures targeted at a micro or medio-societal level, the more complex and ambitious plans of development -a trademark of the classical socialism and social-democracy, and which are also a part of PSD programs -seem to occupy a second place. We are talking about goals such as reducing unemployment (below 3,5%) and creating 20 Though the majority of these measures have a deadline on 1 st January 2018, they were put on hold by the debates on topics (not mentioned in the electoral manifestos) such as global household tax or the passing of the tax-paying duty from the employer to the employee, which animated the PSD governments in 2017. Not to mention the episode of the pardon and amnesty provided in the "famous" OUG (Government Emergency Ordinance) 13, issued at the beginning of the year. 850.000 jobs before 2020, reducing the risk of poverty and social exclusion for 1.500.000 people and increasing salaries to over 1000 euros for at least 1 000 000 people in the same year horizon. Furthermore, the plan to move to an economy based on innovation and the advancement of the country to the 13 th place as an economic power in Europe (from the 17 th )
are also being considered.
Conclusions
This article presents two directions of evolution considered by many to be distinct/divided -that of the noncommunist, Romanian left-wing (socialist, social-democratic -"democratic" being used here in order to signal the compatibility with the democratic political system) organized thinking and politics, along the history, on the one hand, and that Such a tension seems to exist at the level of political documents elaborated by the party for the 2016 November-December electoral moment, between general programs and the ensemble of proposed public policies (the electoral manifesto), the latter incorporating sets of measures traditionally seen as belonging to the right-wing economic politics. If these are proof of populism (and some would also add the term "irresponsible"), in trying to capacitate a right-wing electorate, of pragmatism or rather of a bold, creative and innovative political and economic approach remains to be proved by the future events.
A few months after winning the parliamentarian elections with an unexpected result (over 45% of votes for the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies), and despite the efforts of defining a leftist identity, the ideological monopoly of PSD ends up being challenged by a platform 21 that is yet unknown and in the process of being organized, one that claims to be a part of the new European left.
